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About Singapore International Foundation

The Singapore International Foundation (SIF) is a not-for-profit

organisation that seeks to nurture active global citizens and

friends for Singapore.

For its work, SIF was presented the Excellence for Singapore

Award. Our Patron is His Excellency S R Nathan, President of

the Republic of Singapore.
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15TH ANNIVERSARY
2006 marked the 15th Anniversary of the Singapore International Foundation, which was established on 1 August

1991 as a non-profit, non-government organisation to assist Singapore’s globalisation at the people-to-people level,

helping Singaporeans become more international in outlook while staying Singaporean at heart.
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Looking Back, Going Forward
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2007 marked the coming of age for the Singapore

International Foundation (SIF) – the Foundation

crossed the one-and-a-half decade milestone – and

it was an occasion both for reflection and looking forward.

Over the years, SIF has seen many changes, growing its

scope of programmes and activities. We now have a wide

range of platforms – including volunteer assignments, training

programmes, cultural showcases, work attachments and visits

by eminent personalities and journalists – to make Singapore

and Singaporeans truly international.

In particular, in this fifteenth year, we completed work on our biggest project – the construction of an

integrated boarding school cum orphanage in Banda Aceh in North Sumatra, Indonesia which will provide

education and housing facilities for up to 600 children affected by the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami. We

are now looking into other ways to further assist the affected communities in Aceh.

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

As Singapore becomes more of a cosmopolitan city, SIF could help

foreigners identify with Singapore. SIF will have a greater role to play in

helping Singaporeans become more international in outlook while staying

Singaporean at heart.



BARRY DESKER
Chairman, Board of Governors, SIF

To strengthen corporate governance, SIF now has two sub-Committees, namely the

Executive and Audit Committees:

• Executive Committee to lead in setting strategic directions and to oversee compensation,

appointments and key policy matters;

• Audit Committee to review the systems for internal financial controls and financial reporting,

monitor the integrity of all financial reports, oversee the appointment and performance of external

and internal auditors and oversee compliance with governance recommendations.

SIF faces a future filled with new challenges and opportunities. We are a growing organisation likely

to benefit from the emergence of Asia as a centre of global influence. As Singapore becomes more of

a cosmopolitan city, SIF could help foreigners identify with Singapore. SIF will have a greater role to

play in helping Singaporeans become more international in outlook while staying Singaporean at heart.

In the years ahead, SIF will increasingly reach out to the region and the world while helping to promote

Singapore’s distinctive branding and identity.

To all our volunteers, partners, sponsors, governors, staff and friends, I say “Thank you and well done!”

Let us not just be content with keeping up the good work, but also reflect on how we can create an even

greater impact, at home and on the international stage.
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MANAGEMENT
TEAM

PATRON & BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Patron His Excellency S R Nathan
President of the Republic of Singapore

 
Board of Governors

Two members of the Board of Governors stepped down during FY2006/07 – Prof Chan Heng Chee (25 April 2006) and Mr Chew
Choon Seng (19 December 2006).

Lt-Gen (Ret) Bey Soo Khiang, Senior Executive Vice President (Operations & Services) of Singapore Airlines was appointed to
the Board on 14 December 2006.

Mr Kankipati Rajan Raju, Managing Director and Head, South and Southeast Asia, Global Transaction Services and Technology
and Operations, DBS Bank, was appointed to the Board of Governors on 26 March 2007.

CHAIRMAN Mr Barry Desker
Dean, S Rajaratnam School of International Studies and Director, Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies
Nanyang Technological University

 
MEMBERS Lt-Gen (Ret) Bey Soo Khiang

Senior Executive Vice President (Operations & Services), Singapore Airlines Limited�

Prof Cham Tao Soon
Chancellor and Chairman, Board of Trustees, SIM University

Mr Vinodh Coomaraswamy, SC
Partner and Senior Counsel, Shook Lin & Bok LLP

Mrs Theresa Foo
Chairman and Senior Adviser, BNP Paribas Capital (Singapore) Limited

Mr Michael Gray
Senior Adviser, Tricor Singapore Pte Ltd

Mr Hsieh Tsun-Yan
Director, McKinsey & Company, Founder, McKinsey Centre for Asian Leadership

Mr Tony Lai
Managing Director & Partner, The Idea Factory Singapore HQ

Mr Lee Suan Hiang
Chief Executive Officer, National Arts Council

Ms Pang Cheng Lian
First Vice President and Special Assistant to Chairman, United Overseas Bank Limited

Mr Kankipati Rajan Raju
Managing Director & Head, South and Southeast Asia, DBS Bank Limited

Dr Tan Tay Keong
Executive Director (until Dec 2006)

Ms Peggy Kek
Deputy Executive Director
(Acting Executive Director from Dec 2006)

Mr Gerald Yeo
Director, International Networking (until Jun 2006)

Mr Goh Eng Kee
Director, International Networking (from Feb 2007)

Mr Glenn Au
Director, International Volunteerism (from Feb 2007)

Ms Alicia Low
Director, Corporate Services

Ms Jenny Teo
Deputy Director, Corporate Communications (from Jan 2007)

Patron, Board of Governors & Management Team



The work of SIF has been possible only with the dedication
and support of sponsors, partners and friends.  We would like
to say a big THANK YOU to those who contributed to our
projects in one way or another.

Shook, Lin & Bok LLP, the law partnership, continued to act
as SIF Company Secretary, ever since the formation of SIF
15 years ago. In addition, Shook, Lin & Bok has freely offered
legal and other advice as and when needed.

PricewaterhouseCoopers, the international accounting and
consulting firm, provided pro bono auditing services up till
May 2006, when SIF appointed its own internal auditor.

The Monitor Group carried out a strategic review of the SIF
on a pro bono basis and presented its findings to the 33rd
Board of Governors Meeting on 11 October 2006.

Metro (Pte) Ltd has, since 2001, been engaging junior college
students to help raise funds over Christmas at Metro stores
for SIF projects. Metro for Children 2006 was launched at the
atrium of Paragon Shopping Centre on 16 November 2006,
attended by more than 80 representatives of support
organisations. Some 500 student volunteers from Pioneer
Junior College worked through their school holidays till
Christmas eve and raised close to $90,000 for projects that
will benefit disadvantaged women and children in Cambodia.
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Special Thanks
UBS AG has supported the IT-in-Education initiative in remote
parts of India, working together with India’s Azim Premji
Foundation, Prakruthi, IT for Change and Small Scale
Sustainable Development Initiative.

Asia Pacific Breweries Foundation has committed funding
for SIF to bring specialist volunteers to upgrade the skills of
physiotherapists in Phnom Penh, Cambodia; and to enhance
the palliative care skills of Vietnamese physicians and nurses.

Singapore Airlines Ltd continued to support SIF in the form
of an annual travel grant worth $50,000.

The Singapore Red Cross’ Tsunami Reconstruction &
Facilitation Committee continued to work closely with SIF
to help rebuild communities in Aceh, North Sumatra, Indonesia
that were hit by the December 2004 tsunami.

SPECIAL THANKS
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List of Sponsors
• CORPORATE DONORS Asia Pacific Breweries Foundation

Henry Park Primary School

Metro (Pte) Ltd

Neptune Orient Lines

Olympus Singapore Pte Ltd

Singapore Airlines Ltd

UBS AG

• CORPORATE PARTNERS Anderson Junior College

Anglo Chinese Primary School

Association for Early Childhood Educators (Singapore)

AWWA Special School

Changi General Hospital

Counselling and Care Centre

Dover Park Hospice

Fajar Secondary School

Fei Yue Family Service Centre

Health Sciences Authority

HighPoint Community Services

ITE Bishan

ITE Macpherson

Jurong Primary School

KK Women’s & Children’s Hospital

Ministry of Education

Ministry of Manpower

Nanyang Polytechnic

National Cancer Centre

National Institute of Education

National Skin Centre

National University Hospital

Ngee Ann Polytechnic

Pioneer Junior College

Postgraduate Allied Health Institute

Rehab (Asia) Pte Ltd

Singapore General Hospital

Singapore National Eye Centre

Singapore Physiotherapy Association

Somnotec (S) Pte Ltd

Tan Tock Seng Hospital

Tanjong Katong Secondary School

Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, National University of Singapore

LIST OF SPONSORS
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Singapore Volunteers
Overseas



Singapore Volunteers Overseas
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Singapore Volunteers Overseas (SVO) is the principal platform
of SIF in reaching out to communities across Asia and, on
occasions, farther afield. Volunteers have helped in areas such
as the construction and renovation of schools and community
facilities, provision of medical care, education and other
services, as well as skills training for medical and community
care professionals.

• IN-FIELD SVOs
In-field SVOs are volunteers on long-term overseas
attachments, offering their services for periods ranging from
six months to over a year. SIF sent out two In-field SVOs
during the year while 12 returned from service.

Short-term In-field Assignments were developed during the
year as a new volunteerism platform to meet the needs of
host agencies and volunteers interested in shorter term
commitments. The new platform supported three volunteers
during the year.

• SPECIALIST TEAMS
Specialist Teams impart specialised skills on a long-term basis
in areas such as medical care, counselling and education,
through the provision direct services (such as surgery),
professional training and training-of-trainers.

This platform continued to engage the largest number of
Singaporeans and a total of 112 volunteers were involved in
22 projects during the year. Five new projects were launched
while four were successfully completed.

• SKILLS TRAINING WORKSHOPS
Skills training workshops enable volunteers to deliver short-
term skills training and these have drawn very positive
feedback. During the year, 67 volunteers participated in 16
skills training workshops.

SIF also maintains active contact with past volunteers, who
occasionally organise projects that reach out to communities
in need. In addition, SIF participates in international conferences
and networking to support its volunteerism activities and
enhance its role as an international organisation.

SINGAPORE VOLUNTEERS OVERSEAS

AFGHANISTAN

In Afghanistan, SIF continued to present lectures, workshops
and training sessions for trainers for the civil service.

Unitar Hiroshima Fellowship for Afghanistan 2006
The Unitar Hiroshima Fellowship for Afghanistan, in partnership
with the Afghanistan Civil Service, is run by the United Nations
Institute of Training and Research (Unitar) and located in
Hiroshima, Japan.

SIF participated in a Fellowship workshop held at the
Afghanistan Civil Service Center in Kabul, Afghanistan, from
24 to 28 May 2006. This was the second year that SIF took
part. Two mentors from Singapore, Ms Tee Beng See and Dr
K I Sudderuddin, attended the workshop on Capacity-building
and Project Management in Public Service. The mentorship,
usually conducted via video conference, saw Dr Sudderuddin
travelling to Kabul to present lectures and workshops, as well
as to conduct training sessions for trainers.

The complete eight-month cycle for the Afghanistan Fellowship
2006 involved a second workshop in mid-August 2006 and
a final workshop in Hiroshima in November 2006.

BHUTAN

In Bhutan, SIF was involved mainly in education projects,
including the training of school counsellors.

Counselling Training
Ms Carolyn Ng from Fei Yue Family Service Centre and Mr
Lim Mau Yee from the Academy of Human Development
conducted a one-week training for 17 school counsellors and
counselling trainers at the Bhutan National Institute of Education
from 2 to 8 July 2006.This was the second training session
under a three-year project to help trainees obtain a diploma
in guidance and counselling.

IT in Education
The final training and evaluation of an IT-in-Education Project
was conducted from 28 February to 6 March 2007. Volunteers
helped Bhutan’s two National Institutes of Education develop
an IT elective subject within their Bachelor of Education
programmes.



Emergency Paediatric Care
A team from KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital conducted
the sixth and final training programme in Emergency Pediatric
Care at the National Paediatric Hospital (NPH) in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia, from 4 to 10 February 2007. The five-member
team led by Dr Irene Chan had conducted four workshops.

Two staff from NPH come to Singapore to attend a training
attachment at the KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital from
11 March to 7 April 2007. They were Dr Chhour Y Seng,
Vice-Chief of the Department of Emergency and Mr Khoun
Vireak, a nurse with the Department of Infectious Disease.
The programme started in 2004 and is supported by Metro
(Pte) Ltd.

Respiratory Medicine
A two-member team from Tan Tock Seng Hospital conducted
the third in a series of training on Respiratory Medicine in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, from 7 to 9 February 2007. The duo
carried out training on bronchoscopy and helped diagnose
respiratory diseases using bronchoscopy equipment generously
loaned by Olympus Singapore Pte Ltd.

Counselling for Children-At-Risk
A certificate training programme in Systemic Counselling for
Children-At-Risk was launched in January 2007 for Cambodian
social workers at Mercy Teams International (Cambodia). Mr
Anthony Yeo, Consultant Therapist at the Singapore Counselling
and Care Centre, conducted the first workshop from 22 to 24
January 2007.

CAMBODIA

Cambodia has received a number of In-field SVOs. The country
also has several on-going SIF projects in medical care,
counselling and education, many of which are supported by
Metro (Pte) Ltd.

In-field SVOs
Ms Christina Ang joined Mercy Teams International (MTI) in
Cambodia as a Senior Social Worker on 17 August 2006. She
was scheduled to spend a year to help MTI launch a new
project in providing specialised aftercare and therapeutic
services to help child victims of physical and sexual abuse
as well as to help their families in recovery and reconciliation.
She has since extended her service by another year.

Meanwhile, three In-field SVOs returned from Cambodia in
September 2006, each having served a year there – English
teacher Ms Yvonne Yoong, Information Technology security
trainer Ms Lee Li Hoon and special education teacher Ms Loh
Foong Peng.

Physiotherapy
A four-member team carried out three Physiotherapy training
programmes at the Kien Khleang Rehabilitation Centre in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, in July and November 2006 and
March 2007. The training was led by Dr Celia Tan, Deputy
Director of Postgraduate Allied Health Institute and President
of the Singapore Physiotherapy Association, and Mr Shawn
Soh, a physiotherapist and Manager of Rehabilitation Services
at Rehab Asia Pte Ltd. Asia Pacific Breweries Foundation
funded this project, which was launched in July 2006.
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A second workshop was conducted from 26 to 30 March 2007
by two volunteers from the Counselling and Care Centre – Clinical
Director Ms Juliana Toh and therapist Ms Foo Soo Jen. More
than 50 social workers from 12 non-governmental organisations
attended the training hosted by Mercy Teams International
(Cambodia). This project is supported by Metro (Pte) Ltd.

Playback Theatre
Four volunteers from Tapestry Playback Theatre conducted
workshops for 40 staff members of Mercy Teams International
(Cambodia) in Phnom Penh from 20 to 23 June 2006 and
again from 13 to 20 December 2006. They taught basic acting
skills that will provide assistance to dysfunctional children,
youth and families.

Three social workers from Mercy Team International (Cambodia)
later visited Singapore from 8 to 13 March 2007. The training
is supported by Metro (Pte) Ltd.

ProDesktop
Ms Tay Mui Hua conducted two workshops on ProDesktop,
a three dimensional computer-aided design software, for Hope
Village, an orphanage run by the Hope Foundation in Prey
Veng Province, Cambodia. The first workshop ran from 7 to
10 October 2006 while the second, at which Ms Tay and a
co-trainer incorporated Tamiya Educational Robot Kits, was
held from 13 to 21 February 2007. The training was funded
by Metro (Pte) Ltd.

SINGAPORE VOLUNTEERS OVERSEAS



English Language Storyboard
Five teachers from Tanjong Katong Girls School spent 11 to
15 December 2006 helping NGO Prakruthi develop simple e-
learning materials, thus completing a project started in December
2005. Prakruthi, based in Bangalore, is run largely by volunteer
teachers and the project is supported by UBS AG.

Azim Premji Foundation
Azim Premji Foundation (APF) is an Indian NGO whose vision
is to significantly contribute to quality universal education as
a foundation to a just, humane and equitable society.

SIF, with the support of UBS AG, has been working in close
collaboration with APF. From 25 to 27 July 2006, SIF and UBS
hosted a visit to Singapore by Mr Dileep Ranjekar, Chief
Executive Officer of APF, to discuss the upscaling of the
current partnership.

SIF also hosted two APF staff for a programme of discussions,
workshops and visits to educational institutions from 16 to
26 July 2006.
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INDIA

The bulk of SIF projects in India are in education and many
are supported by UBS AG and the Azim Premji Foundation.

IT in Education   
Mr Tamil Charleston and Ms Susan Ang from the Ministry of
Education were in Karnataka, India from 3 to 17 June 2006
to train teachers and students in the use of IT tools. Another
five volunteers conducted a second workshop from 17 to 24
December 2006.

The training was part of a two-year community project funded
by UBS AG, which aims to assist the Small Scale Sustainable
Infrastructure Development Fund (S3IDF) and the Shala
Network in giving teachers a better appreciation of IT tools.

From 22 to 28 March 2007, three volunteers from the National
Institute of Education and Ministry of Education conducted
a feasibility study to assess the viability of supporting a District
Academic Support Project (DASP) to improve the quality of
teaching in the district of Bellary in Karnataka, India. This is
part of the IT in Education Initiative supported by UBS AG
and carried out in partnership with the Azim Premji Foundation.

Early Childhood Education
Four volunteers from NTUC Childcare and the Regional Training
and Resource Centre in Early Childhood Care and Education for
Asia conducted a two-week training for pre-school teachers in
rural West Bengal, India, from 13 to 26 January 2007. The training,
which benefited 20 pre-school teachers employed by the Ullon
Social Welfare Society, was sponsored by Metro (Pte) Ltd.



INDONESIA

In Indonesia, SIF is involved in several medical, counselling
and educational projects, including projects with participation
by returned SIF volunteers. In particular, SIF is actively involved
in the rebuilding of Aceh in North Sumatra, which was badly
hit by the 26 December 2004 tsunami.

In-field SVOs
Three In-field SVOs returned from Indonesia after serving
about a year there. Education Instructor Ms Yim Lai Wah
returned from serving in Pekan Baru from March 2005 to April
2006; Chinese language teacher Ms Siau Fong Fui returned
from serving in Jogyakarta from June 2005 to June 2006; and
English teacher Mr David Lim returned from serving in Surabaya
from July 2005 to July 2006.

Occupational Dermatology
Two groups of medical professionals from Malang, Indonesia
visited Singapore for one-week training attachments in
November 2006 and January 2007. The training was part of
an Occupational Dermatology project launched in June 2005
with Saiful Anwar General Hospital and the Faculty of Medicine
of Brawijaya University in Malang.

Reconstructive Surgery
Five Singapore plastic
surgeons and two nurses
conducted a microsurgery
training programme at
Surabaya, Indonesia from
6 to 13 January 2007.
The volunteers were from
the KK Women’s and
Chi ldren’s Hospita l ,
Singapore General Hospital

and private medical practices. Project partners were the Dr
Soetomo General Hospital and Faculty of Medicine of Airlangga
University in Surabaya. Six Indonesian medical professionals
later visited Singapore from 11 March to 6 April 2007.

School Library in Batam
At Batam Island, Indonesia, SIF volunteers partnered the
Batam Singapore Club (BSC) to establish a library of English
children’s books for the elementary and junior high schools
of SD Kartini II.

A token set of the 140 books donated by Henry Park Primary
School was presented to Yayasan Keluarga Batam, the
foundation that set up the schools, during the BSC’s 10th
Anniversary & Charity Dinner and Singapore’s National Day
Celebration in August 2006. Another 200 books were
subsequently delivered to the school by SIF volunteers.

As a follow-up, a team of 19 SIF volunteers revisited SD
Kartini II on 11 and 12 November 2006 to spruce up its library
and conduct English story-telling workshops. The volunteers
included five students from Fajar Secondary School and their
teachers, returned SVOs and volunteers from the Youth
Expedition Project Alumni.

Working Group with East Java Provincial Government
The Annual Working Group with East Java Provincial
Government is part of a five-year Memorandum of
Understanding on community development, which SIF and
the East Java Provincial Government inked on 30 June 2005.

Two SIF representatives attended the inaugural meeting of
the Working Group in Tretes, East Java from 23 to 24 July
2006. The meeting reviewed SIF projects in East Java during
the past year and explored possible projects for the year ahead.

Melodies from the Heart
In March 2007, a group of returned Singapore volunteers put
their SIF project experience in Indonesia to good use by
organising an educational concert involving youth with
disabilities from the two neighbouring countries.

The extravaganza – titled Melodies from the Heart – roped in
participants with disabilities, aged nine to 25, from Yayasan
Bhakti Luhur in Indonesia and the Asian Women’s Welfare
Association’s TEACH ME services in Singapore. It also involved
students from Anderson Junior College and Singapore
Management University.
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SINGAPORE VOLUNTEERS OVERSEAS



• ACEH – THE ROAD TO RECOVERY

Banda Aceh in Northern Sumatra, Indonesia, was the worst
hit by the 26 December 2004 tsunami and this is where SIF
focuses its reconstruction programmes. An SVO In-field
volunteer was stationed at Aceh to coordinate ongoing SIF
projects and support the Singapore Tsunami Reconstruction
Facilitation Committee (TRFC).

Fajar Hidayah Integrated Boarding School
Construction of the orphanage-cum-school began with a
ground-breaking ceremony on 26 May 2006. Completed in
2007, the school has 20 classrooms for 600 elementary, junior
and senior high school students. In addition, there will be
living quarters for 18 staff and 300 children.
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The Singapore Red Cross financed this project with over S$4
million from its Tidal Waves Asia Fund. The balance will be
co-funded by SIF’s partner, the Fajar Hidayah Foundation.

On 15 December 2006, volunteers from West Coast Citizens’
Consultative Committee visited the school to set up a library
there. From 17 to 27 December 2006, 28 youths from the
Darussalam Mosque Youth Society in Singapore visited orphans
of the Fajar Hidayah Foundation in Banda Aceh.

MediaCorp, with funding by the Media Development Authority,
produced a two-part documentary featuring Singapore’s
rebuilding efforts in Aceh. This was aired on Channel 8 in
February 2007.
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Facilities and Logistics
An SVO Specialist Team is assisting the provincial hospital,
Rumah Sakit Zainoel Abidin, in the training of new staff in the
areas of sanitation, facilities maintenance, medical gas
equipment maintenance, as well as electrical and mechanical
systems. Volunteers are from Keppel Facilities Management
& Operations Pte Ltd.

Tailoring
In partnership with the Patimadora Foundation, SIF has initiated
a programme to help tsunami affected residents generate
income by acquiring tailoring skills. The project, supported
by UBS AG, benefits families staying at the Internally Displaced
Persons Camps.

Other projects in the reconstruction and rebuilding of Banda
Aceh include:
• Expedition trips on dental care
• Expedition trip on educational material and play therapy
• Rehabilitation of the Patimadora Foundation office
• First-aid training for kindergarten teachers.

COMPLETED PROJECTS
SIF projects in Banda Aceh that have been successfully
completed include:
• Emergency Response Team: A medical emergency

response team was deployed at Banda Aceh’s Zainoel
Abidin Hospital to help re-establish the emergency unit
and a polyclinic. Partners were volunteers from SIF and
Centre for Fathering.

• Mobility Aids: NGOs in Aceh were trained in the
maintenance and repair of mobility aids such as wheel
chairs, commodes and clutches. A shipment of mobility
aids was also distributed to the disabled. Partners were
Keppel Facilities Management & Operations Pte Ltd,
Society for the Physically Disabled and Mobility Aids
Repairs Project.

• Kindergarten / Radio station rebuilding: Two kindergartens
and a radio station in Banda Aceh were re-built with funds
from Temasek Holdings, Tsunami Reconstruction Facilitation
Committee, West Coast Citizens’ Consultative Committee
and the law firm of Latham and Watkins.

• Project YES AR!: This joint project provided educational
and developmental programmes and a library in four
orphanages in Aceh province. It involved Mendaki and the
Darussalam Mosque Youth Wing.

• Medical equipment for Reproductive Healthcare Clinic:
UBS AG and Crossroads International (HK) donated a
container of medical equipment for maternity healthcare
to the Indonesian Family Planning Association.

• Patimadora Foundation: With the support of UBS AG,
SIF helped the Patimadora Foundation, an NGO, re-establish
its permanent operations base in Aceh.

SINGAPORE VOLUNTEERS OVERSEAS
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LAOS

Laos hosted mainly medical care programmes, including
programmes for caregivers, along with two English teachers.

In-field SVOs
English teacher Ms Teoh Pay Ngo left for Laos on 17 June 2006
to serve a year there while another English teacher, Ms Wong
Lian Sim, returned in July 2006 after having served a year.

Medical Rehabilitation
Three volunteers from the Tan Tock Seng Hospital Rehabilitation
Centre – Senior Consultant Dr Kong Keng He, Senior
Physiotherapist Mr Wee Seng Kwee and Senior Occupational
Therapist Mr Christopher Kuah – conducted the first two
training frames of the Medical Rehabilitation project in Vientiane,
Laos in July 2006 and February 2007.

In Vientiane, Laos, the final training and audit of a three-year
Rehabilitation project was carried out from 25 February to 1
March 2007. Volunteer Mr Wee Seng Kwee, a senior
physiotherapist, also gained from learning about the use of
traditional herbs in heat packs in therapy.

Reconstructive Surgery
Professor Lee Seng Teik led a six-member team of doctors
and nurses from Singapore General Hospital to perform
Reconstructive Surgery at the Setthathirath Hospital in
Vientiane, Laos, from 5 to 12 January 2007. The team operated
on 10 patients, including one with extensive burns and one
eye blinded from being struck by lightning. This was the third
Reconstructive Surgery mission at Setthathirath Hospital led
by Prof Lee, who earned the 2006 SIF Award.

Caring for Caregivers
A team of volunteers – a psychogeriatrician, a geriatrician,
a mental health nurse clinician, a medical social worker and
an occupational therapist – conducted a workshop on caring
for caregivers of the elderly in Lawang, Indonesia from 24
February to 3 March 2007. The team also conducted a
feasibility study on supporting a community-based health
project for the elderly.

MYANMAR

In Myanmar, SIF completed a medical care project and
launched a new one. In addition, SIF is involved in English
language and early childhood education.

Ophthamology
Eight staff from the Singapore National Eye Centre conducted
the final training in an ophthamology project in Yangon from
28 May to 1 June 2006. The project was launched in 2003 in
collaboration with the Myanmar Ministry of Health. Since then,
52 volunteers had helped enhance the ophthalmic skills of
some 50 ophthalmologists and ophthalmic operating theatre
nurses at the Yangon Eye Hospital.

Blood Group Serology
A new programme in Blood Group Serology was launched in
Yangon, Myanmar. A four-member team led by Dr Mickey
Koh, Deputy Director, Centre for Transfusion Medicine from
the Health Sciences Authority conducted the first training for
20 clinicians and 15 medical technologists from 20 to 24
March 2007.

Early childhood education
Six senior early childhood educators from Mandalay, Myanmar
were in Singapore for a study visit from 8 to 15 October 2006.
They had earlier received six weeks of training in Myanmar
between November 2005 and March 2006. This training was
supported by Metro (Pte) Ltd.

English Language Proficiency
An audit of the completed English Language Proficiency
training for teacher trainers in Myanmar was carried out from
19 to 21 February 2007. The audit team noted that the Myanmar
trainers were highly committed and had carried out two rounds
of multiplier courses. Their language proficiency had improved
and they were using innovative methods to teach English.
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SINGAPORE VOLUNTEERS OVERSEAS

PHILIPPINES

The Philippines was SIF’s first host country for the SVO
programme beginning in 1991.

In-field SVOs
Four In-field SVOs, all mathematics teachers, returned from
the Philippines in June 2006 after serving a year there. They
were: Mr Roy Chua, Ms Felicia Chan, Mr Koo Wai Fook and
Ms Theresa Seow.

VIETNAM

Vietnam hosted a number of SIF medical care and education
projects, supported mainly by the Asia Pacific Breweries
Foundation and Metro (Pte) Ltd.

Palliative Care
Staff from the National Cancer Centre Singapore (NCCS) and
other institutions conducted the fourth Palliative Care training
programme in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam in
November 2006, and the fifth mission in March 2007 in Hanoi.
The volunteers offered consultation on effective patient care
management at Cho Ray Hospital and helped kickstart a
home care programme.

Two Vietnamese doctors from the National Cancer Hospital in
Hanoi visited Singapore from 17 July to 15 October 2006 for
a three-month training attachment with the NCCS. This training
was supported by the Asia Pacific Breweries Foundation.

Otolaryngology
Two prominent surgeons – Dr Luke Tan, Associate Professor
from the Department of Otolaryngology, National University
of Singapore and Dr Chan Kwai Onn, Consultant, Division of
Otolarngology, Changi General Hospital – conducted a three-
day training cum audit session at the National ENT Hospital
in Hanoi, Vietnam, from 18 to 21 January 2007.

Early Childhood Education
Five early childhood educators were in Hanoi from 2 to 10
March 2007 to deliver their third training mission, in a project
that started at the National College of Education in 2005. Led
by Dr Christine Chen, the training drew enthusiastic participation
from 60 childhood educators from the College, childcare
centres and the Ministry of Education & Training. This training
is supported by Metro (Pte) Ltd.

Two Vietnamese trainees, Ms Tran Thi Nga and Ms Nguyen
Thi Thu Hien visited Singapore from 24 to 29 August 2006 for
a one-week training attachment.
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• NETWORKS
SIF networks with other similar organisations and participates
in global forums to support its volunteerism activities.

In addition, SIF maintains active contact with past volunteers
and past participants of its various programmes, including
the SIF-ASEAN Student Fellowship (which concluded in 2004)
and the Youth Expedition Project (now under the  Ministry of
Community Development, Youth and Sports). These alumni
members occasionally reach out to communities with support
from SIF.

Asian Disaster Reduction Network

Executive Director Dr Tan Tay Keong led an SIF delegation
to attend the Fourth Annual Meeting of the Asian Disaster
Reduction Network, of which SIF is a founding member. The
meeting was held in Bangkok, Thailand from 12 to 15 June
2006. Dr Tan attended the council meeting which deliberated
the draft constitution of the Network, members’ code of
conduct, membership dues and joint projects. He also led a
discussion on Ensuring accountability in humanitarian action.

Civil Society Organisation forum

In conjunction with the World Bank/IMF Meetings held in
Singapore in September 2006, SIF organised a panel discussion
on Corporate Governance at the Civil Society Organisation
(CSO) Forum.

SIF Executive Director Dr Tan Tay Keong chaired a panel
discussion on Civil Society Accountability in Disaster Relief:
Lessons from the Trenches, on 14 September 2006. SIF also
hosted a dinner for all CSO representatives and organised for
them a sociological tour of Singapore.
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SINGAPORE VOLUNTEERS OVERSEAS

Volunteer networks

SIF inaugurated a bi-monthly volunteer networking session
as a platform for all SIF volunteers to exchange information
and ideas on international volunteerism activities.

At the first session on 19 August 2006, returned SVO teacher
Ms Siau Fong Fui shared her volunteering experience in
Yogyakarta, Indonesia. Also, Youth Expedition Project Alumni
volunteers Ms Soh Lai Yee and Mr Anwar Hashim shared their
learning points on corporate social responsibility from the
National Volunteer & Philanthropy Centre Conference, which
they attended in July 2006.

The second session on 28 October 2006 featured expert
speakers from Singapore, Brazil and Indonesia who shared
on environmental awareness and conservation efforts in
their countries. A documentary, Too Hot Not To Handle, was
screened during this season.

A series of training workshops were conducted as well:

• Volunteering opportunities: Mr Michael Loh, a volunteer
management trainer, conducted a training session on
Creating volunteering opportunities within a non-profit
organisation on 28 September 2006.

• Disaster Preparedness: A workshop on Disaster
preparedness was held on 28 October 2006. Trainers from
the Singapore Nurses Association’s Emergency Nurses
Chapter shared basic information on possible disasters
and survival tips.

• Basic First-Aid: A workshop on Basic first aid training
was held on 3 March 2007. This was conducted by Ms
Josephine Teo, an active SIF volunteer who is Senior Clinical
Nurse at the Singapore General Hospital.
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Singapore Executive
Expeditions
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Singapore Executive Expeditions
Singapore Executive Expeditions (SXX) was launched as a
pilot project in 2005 to meet the growing interest among
corporations in contributing to the global community whilst
developing responsible leadership.

After a popular reception, the programme moved up the
corporate ladder in October 2006 with the launch of Chief
Executives Expeditions (CXX) breathing new meaning to the
terms ‘global social responsibility’, ‘personal renewal’ and
‘professional development’.

CHIEF EXECUTIVES EXPEDITION

Corporate Leaders in Bhutan
A group of 13 chief executive officers and senior executives
visited Bhutan from 27 October to 2 November 2006. Ms
Euleen Goh, Chairman of IE Singapore, was Chairperson of
the expedition’s advisory panel.

SINGAPORE EXECUTIVE EXPEDITIONS

In preparation for the trip, expedition members participated
in a two-day pre-departure and team-building event.

A highlight of the trip was a workshop on private sector
development, jointly organised by the Bhutan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, the Bhutan Ministry of Labour and
Human Resources and SIF. Participants also interacted with
members of the Center for Bhutan Studies, the nation’s
think tank.

The team discussed business plans with disadvantaged girls
who were undergoing a life skills and entrepreneurship
programme supported by Bhutanese NGO Youth
Development Fund and visited young artists of the Voluntary
Artist Studio, Thimpu.

The inaugural CXX was featured in a three-part television
documentary titled Project Happiness aired in March 2007
over Channel NewsAsia.
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SINGAPORE EXECUTIVE EXPEDITIONS

PwC in Yunnan, China
PriceWaterhouseCoopers (PwC), which took part in the
inaugural SXX in May 2005, followed up with a second
expedition in August 2006. Twelve PwC executives made the
trip to Yunnan, China.

In Jianshui county, team members organised interactive
workshops with students and staff at a trade college to
explore ways of improving the efficiency of the college’s
mineral water bottling and packing projects, two social
enterprises that support some 1,000 students.  At Xundian,
expedition members helped restore a primary school that
was in need of repairs, donated books to the library and
planted apple trees so that villagers may harvest the fruits
for sale to support the children’s education. At Hua Mu Ya
Kou, a remote Miao village, PwC donated six months’ supply
of rice to the villagers, who were facing a poor harvest and
an impending harsh winter.
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SINGAPORE EXECUTIVE EXPEDITIONS

SIA in Kolkata, India
SIA Cargo had six of its senior executives participate in an
SXX to Kolkata, India from 24 June to 1 July 2006. The
executives helped build latrine walls and a retaining wall of
a pre-school and community centre under the Ullon Social
Welfare Society (USWS).

Alpha Society in Malang, Indonesia
The Alpha Society, whose members comprise administrative
officers and management associates of the Singapore Civil
Service, made its first SXX in November 2006. Three society
members visited Malang, East Java, Indonesia where they
helped refurbish – and interacted with the beneficiaries of –
Yayasan Bhakti Luhur, a large-scale NGO in Indonesia focused
on the care and social integration of disabled children.
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Friends of Singapore



• Sir Tim Lankester (below), President of Corpus Christi
College, University of Oxford, United Kingdom from 19 to
23 March 2007. Sir Tim gave a public lecture, Reform of
Indonesia’s Governance: Myth or Reality? co-organised by
SIF and the Institute of Policy Studies. In addition, Sir Tim
had a roundtable discussion with Singapore’s institutes of
higher education and visited the Singapore Management
University, Republic Polytechnic and the Asian Civilisations
Museum. Sir Tim also shared his personal experiences as
a volunteer at an SIF Appreciation Ceremony for volunteers
held on 23 March.

In a ‘Thank You’ note to the SIF, Sir Tim wrote: “I come
away with much better perception of Singapore than I had
before. I had always been impressed by the economic
advances, but this time I saw the fantastic progress in
education and technology; and I was also very impressed
by the way local democracy seems to work, as evidenced
by my evening with the Member of Parliament (at the Meet-
the-People session).”

Friends of Singapore
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FRIENDS OF SINGAPORE

SIF cultivates international friendships through a host of visit
programmes for government officials, eminent personalities,
journalists and others.

Visitors gain a better understanding of Singapore’s politics,
government, economy and society by meeting with Singapore
Ministers and private sector leaders. They also attend cultural
events, visit HDB estates to appreciate how the majority of
Singaporeans live, and observe Meet-the-People sessions to
understand how Members of Parliament interact with their
constituents. The visit programmes aim to create strategic
networks of contacts for possible future collaboration. Other
SIF programmes seek to give visitors a better understanding
of Singapore through work attachments, forums and other
forms of engagement.

In addition, SIF presents special events that showcase
Singapore’s culture, arts and cuisine in major cities around
the world. SIF also helps outstanding individual and groups
– in any field of endeavour – to present and share their work
internationally.

• VISIT PROGRAMMES

Distinguished Visitors Programme

The Distinguished Visitors Programme caters to government
officials as well as eminent business and public personalities
from around the world. Under this programme, SIF hosted:
• Mr Daniel Tehan (top, centre), Chief of Staff, Office of the

Minister for Small Businesses and Tourism, Australia from
24 to 26 January 2007. Mr Tehan called on the Minister of
State for Trade and Industry, Mr Lee Yi Shyan and visited
the Ministry of Defence, International Enterprise Singapore,
Economic Development Board and Singapore Tourism
Board. He visited the Yio Chu Kang Community Club and
attended a Meet-the-People session hosted by Member
of Parliament Seng Han Thong.



Eminent South East Asians Programme

Under the long-running Eminent South East Asians (ESEA)
programme, SIF hosted:
• Dr Theo L Sambuaga, Member of Indonesia’s House of

People’s Representatives (DPR) and the Chairman of DPR
Commission I from 5 to 8 April 2006. Dr Sambuaga met
with Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and Deputy Prime
Minister Wong Kan Seng. He toured the NEWater centre
and visited the Singapore Indian Development Association.

• Dr Cao Duc Phat, Minister for Agriculture and Rural
Development, Vietnam from 20 to 23 December 2006.
Dr Cao called on the Minister for National Development,
Mr Mah Bow Tan and the Minister of State for Health,
Mr Heng Chee How. He visited the Genome Institute of
Singapore, Urban Redevelopment Authority, Housing and
Development Board and Tan Tock Seng Hospital, and
attended a concert at the Esplanade.
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• Dr Xaysomphone Phomvihane (above, second from left),
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee and Vice
President of the National Assembly, Laos from 5 to 9
February 2007. Dr Xaysomphone met the Senior Minister
of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of
Information, Communications and the Arts, Dr Balaji
Sadasivan and Speaker of Parliament Abdullah Tarmugi.
He visited the Monetary Authority of Singapore and
Economic Development Board, REACH (Feedback Unit),
NEWater Centre, Nanyang Polytechnic, Night Safari and
Arab Street. He also watched a performance by the
Singapore Repertory Theatre.



Middle East Eminent Persons Programme

The Middle East Eminent Persons Programme (MEEPP)
was launched in January 2007 with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Under the MEEPP, SIF hosted:
• Dr Ahmed Darwish, Minister for Administrative Development,

Egypt (below, right), and a two-member delegation from 4
to 6 January 2007. Dr Ahmed delivered a lecture at the
Singapore Management University. He also called on Senior
Minister Goh Chok Tong and Foreign Minister George Yeo
and visited the Harmony Centre at Al-Nahdah Mosque in
Bishan.

• HE Engineer Adel Bin Mohammad Fakeih, Mayor of Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia (below, centre) accompanied by a six-member
delegation from 12 to 15 March 2007. Engineer Adel Fakeih
met several ministers and government officials. He visited
the Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA), Surbana
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Corporation Pte Ltd, NEWater Centre, the Singapore
Business Federation and the Malay Heritage Centre. In
addition, Engineer Adel Fakeih delivered a public lecture,
Success drivers, at the S Rajaratnam School of International
Studies, Nanyang Technological University.

• Dr Anwar Gargash, Minister of State for Federal National
Council Affairs, United Arab Emirates (below, right),
accompanied by a five-member delegation from 21 to 23
March 2007. Dr Gargash called on Senior Minister Goh
Chok Tong, Speaker of Parliament Abdullah Tarmugi and
the Minister for Manpower, Dr Ng Eng Hen. He also
presented a lecture at the Singapore Management University
titled Changing Political Landscape in the Middle East:
Implications for the UAE.

FRIENDS OF SINGAPORE



Temasek & Raffles Programmes

Visitors from Japan are hosted under two separate
programmes, one for political leaders and the other for
government officials.

The Temasek Programme, launched in 2002, seeks to
reinforce Singapore’s links with Japan by inviting key Japanese
politicians to visit Singapore. One outstanding Japanese
politician is invited to Singapore for approximately three days
annually. During the stay, the visitors would be acquainted
with the system of governance and the society and culture of
Singapore through meetings with ministers as well as briefings
by various corporate and governmental agencies.

SIF hosted Mr Toshimitsu Motegi, Member of the House of
Representatives, from 13 to 16 August 2006. He is the fourth
Japanese politician to be invited under the Temasek Programme.

The Raffles Programme, launched in 1997, seeks to
strengthen and broaden Singapore’s links with Japan by
inviting senior Japanese civil servants to Singapore for a one-
week visit. The programme provides an opportunity for
Japanese senior civil servants to develop a more intimate
understanding of Singapore’s economic, foreign and security
policies, in particular, Japan-Singapore relations.

About five senior Japanese government officials are invited
to Singapore under each programme. A distinct feature of
this programme is the arrangements made for the visitors to
be personally acquainted with their local counterparts in the
various ministries.

The 11th Raffles Programme ran from 15 to 19 August 2006,
with a five-member delegation: Mr Jun Saito (Cabinet Office);
Mr Sadahiro Sugita (Cabinet Secretariat); Mr Masatsugu
Asakawa (Ministry of Finance); Mr Hiroshi Marui (Japan Defense
Agency); and Mr Yasuhiko Yoshida (Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry).

The  visitors met Foreign Affairs Minister George Yeo, Defence
Minister Teo Chee Hean and the Minister of State for Finance
and Transport, Mrs Lim Hwee Hua. In addition, they visited
the Strategic Policy Office, Xinmin Secondary School, Changi
Naval Base, Singapore Indian Development Association and
the NEWater Centre. They also observed a Meet-the-People
session at the Pasir Ris-Punggol GRC hosted by Member of
Parliament Charles Chong.

The 12th Raffles Programme ran from 9 to 13 January 2007
with another five visitors: Mr Shinsuke Sugiyama (Ministry of
Foreign Affairs); Mr Hajime Ishizu (Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport); Mr Shigeki Kimura (Ministry of
Finance); Mr Nobuyoshi Aoki (Japan Defense Agency); and
Mr Shigehiro Tanaka (Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry).

The delegation met the Minister for Transport and Second
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Raymond Lim and senior
officials from the Ministry of Trade and Industry, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Defence. Delegation members
also visited the Civil Service College, Xinmin Secondary School,
National Museum of Singapore, Yayasan Mendaki, Changi
Naval Base, NEWater Centre and the Night Safari. They
observed a Meet-the-People Session at Ang Mo Kio hosted
by Member of Parliament Inderjit Singh.
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European Journalists Visit Programme

Mr Pierre Rousselin, Deputy Managing Editor of Le Figaro,
visited Singapore under SIF’s European Journalists Visit
Programme from 5 to 7 March 2007. It was his first trip to
Singapore.

Mr Rousselin (below) interviewed Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong, Foreign Minister George Yeo, Environment and Water
Resources Minister Yaacob Ibrahim and the Dean of the Lee
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, Mr Kishore Mahbubani.
He wrote a full-page article titled, Singapore, the laboratory
of globalisation in Asia, published on page 2 of Le Figaro on
12 March 2007.

US Congressional Staff Members Visit Programme

Under the US Congressional Staff Members Visit
Programme, SIF hosted an eight-member delegation from
the House Homeland Security Committee from 11 to 15
December 2006. The delegation comprised Mr Michael Power
(Republican); Ms Kerry Kinirons (Republican); Dr Diane Berry
(Republican); Mr Deron McElroy (Republican); Mr Dennis
Michael Stroud, Jr (Democrat); Ms Kathryn Rucker Krepp
(Democrat); Dr Christopher Beck (Democrat Staff); and
Mr Todd Aaron Levett (Democrat).

Asia Pacific Journalism Fellowship

Six American journalists and a representative of the Hawaii-
based East-West Center visited Singapore from 13 to 18 March
2007 under the 2007 Asia Pacific Journalism Fellowship.
The journalists came from Chicago Tribune, Denver Post,
Philadelphia Inquirer, San Francisco Chronicle, CBS11 News
and KUoW Public Radio.

The journalists especially appreciated the visit to a HDB
estate to see how the majority of Singaporeans lived, and
observed a Meet-the-People session hosted by the Deputy
Speaker of Parliament and member of Parliament for Tanjong
Pagar GRC Indranee Rajah. They also met with Mr Lee Yi
Shyan, Minister of State for Trade and Industry, and Mr
Simon Wong, Director (Northeast Asia Directorate), Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

Ms Kelly Yamanouchi published an article, Airports offer a world
of comforts on the 24 March 2007 edition of The Denver Post.
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FRIENDS OF SINGAPORE
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• SIF-ASEAN STUDENT FELLOWSHIP 
ALUMNI

The Philippines Chapter of the SIF-ASEAN Student Fellowship
Alumni renovated and refurbished the library at the Bagong
Silangan Elementary School in Quezon City.

Volunteers collected books and donation, including 100 books
donated by the Singapore Philippines Association, an Overseas
Singaporean Club in Manila. In addition, the project received
an SIF grant of $5,000. The new library was launched on 15
July 2006.

The Thai Chapter of the SIF-ASEAN Student Fellowship Alumni
refurbished a library in Laos, also supported by an SIF grant
of $5,000.

• YOUNG BUSINESS AMBASSADORS

The Young Business Ambassadors (YBA) programme gives
young professionals an opportunity to work briefly in another
country, typically for 10 weeks.

The Second Singapore-China YBA programme, which
ran from October to December 2006, had four YBAs from
Shanghai working in Singapore and four Singaporeans
working in Shanghai. The YBAs from China were attached
to Standard Chartered Bank, Southeast Community
Development Council, Riverbank Chemicals Pte Ltd and
Sin Hwa Dee Food Industries.

• XPATS CONNECT!

Xpats Connect! is a new
initiative that engages foreigners
in Singapore to give them a
fuller appreciation of local
cultures and cultivate in them
a closer involvement with the
local community.

The programme comprises:

• Xpats Dialogue, a forum to
promote interaction between
the foreign residents and
leaders from Singapore
government, business, academia and civil society

• Xpats Link, a networking platform to help foreign residents
become more involved with the local community through
local voluntary welfare organisations and other agencies.
In partnership with the National Volunteer and Philanthropy
Centre (NVPC), SIF organised the first Xpats Link at the
NVPC on 29 March 2007.
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Singapore Internationale

The 13th Singapore Internationale was disbursed in September
2006, with $41,000 worth of grants awarded to two individuals
and four groups in performing and fine arts – Kenneth Shaun
Hogan, Wee Hong Lin, Mark Chan and Ensemble, Singapore
Dance Theatre, The Arts Fission Company and The Necessary
Stage. A grant was also awarded to the World Chinese Mini-
Fiction Research Association.

The 14th Singapore Internationale was disbursed in March
2007, with $98,850 worth of grants awarded to three individuals
and 11 performing and fine arts groups. Individual grants went
to Francis Ng, Jeremy Hiah and Ramesh Meyyappan. Group
grants were awarded to Bhaskar’s Arts Academy, The Chinese
Opera Institute, Collective Mayhem, In Source Theatre, Juliana
(and three artistes), Lina Adam (and five artistes), Odyssey
Dance Theatre, Sri Warisan Som Performing Arts, Tang Quartet,
Teater Ekamatra and The Finger Players.

• CULTURAL DIPLOMACY

Singaporean lifestyle – including its arts, culture and, of course,
food – is showcased to the world through Singapore Encore,
a cultural diplomacy programme of the SIF.

SIF further projects Singapore’s identity abroad through
the Singapore Internationale grant, which recognises
outstanding Singaporeans with achievements in diverse
fields – including academia, science and technology, design,
innovation and the arts – and enables them to present their
works internationally.

Singapore Encore

Singapore Encore was held on 5 December 2006 in Tokyo,
Japan, as the gala opening night of a bigger event called
Spotlight Singapore Japan. The latter, which ran from 5 to 7
December 2006, commemorated the 40th anniversary of
Singapore-Japan diplomatic relations.

Organised by the The Arts House, the show featured a world
premiere performance of Generation/s, a multi-media musical
production by Singaporean composer and music arranger,
Iskandar Ismail.

Singapore Encore was attended by 124 Japanese guests
from the political, government, business and arts sectors, as
well as overseas Singaporeans. Guest-of-Honour was Dr
Vivian Balakrishnan, Minister for Community Development,
Youth and Sports and Second Minister for Information,
Communications and the Arts.
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Overseas Singaporeans



SIF helps overseas Singaporeans maintain home links through
a network of 94 Overseas Singapore Clubs and 109 Singapore
Students’ Associations. Overseas Singaporeans also receive
the SINGAPORE magazine published quarterly by SIF. In
addition, SIF organises a number of activities within Singapore
that cater to Singaporeans who are either living abroad or
planning to do so.

Support for Clubs and Associations

During the year, SIF provided Overseas Singapore Clubs
(OSCs) and Singapore Students’ Associations (SSAs) with
grants to celebrate events like National Day and Singapore
festivals, as well as to run their administration, produce
newsletters and otherwise keep touch with Singaporeans
living, working and studying abroad.

Meetings with Ministers

In China, Education Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnan held
a dialogue session with Singaporeans during his visit to Beijing
on 22 and 23 June 2006. He met members of the Singapore
Chamber of Commerce in Beijing (SingCham Beijing) and the
Peking University Singapore Students’ Association (SSA).

The dialogue session was organised by the Overseas
Singaporean Unit, which was set up by the Prime MInister’s
Office in 2006, and SIF was invited to join its activities. Acting
Executive Director Peggy Kek attended the session and was
able to address some of the questions raised by the participants
and so raise the profile of SIF.

In Indonesia, the Senior Minister of State for Foreign Affairs
and Information, Communications and the Arts, Dr Balaji
Sadasivan, met with Singaporeans when he visited Jakarta
for a meeting on terrorism on 5 and 6 March 2007. SIF co-
sponsored the reception with the Overseas Singaporeans Unit.
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Overseas Singaporeans

OVERSEAS SINGAPOREANS



Camp Singapore

The 8th Camp Singapore, held from 14 to 26 July 2006,
attracted 61 participants as it continued to grow in popularity.
The theme mirrored that of National Day 2006 – Our Global
City, Our Home. And a highlight of the camp was a chance
to attend a preview of the National Day Parade at the National
Education Show.

For the second year running, SIF partnered Anglo-Chinese
Primary School, which assigned buddies to the camp
participants. Campers got close to nature at Pulau Ubin,
visited the Singapore Zoological Gardens and trekked along
the HSBC Treetop Walk. They tried their hands at traditional
games, craft and cooking; they also delved into history at
Chinatown and the Battle Box at Fort Canning.

Student Conferences and Activities

SIF Connexions 2006, an annual conference that keeps
overseas Singapore students updated on Singapore issues,
was held at the University of Melbourne on 13 May 2006. This
year’s event was organised by five Singapore Students’
Associations – Singapore Students Association of Victoria,
Singapore Association of Monash (Monash, Clayton Campus),
Students Association of Singapore (Monash, Caufield Campus),
Singapore Students Society (University of Melbourne) and
RMIT Singapore Student Association.

About 160 students attended the half-day conference, which
included a keynote address by Singapore’s High Commissioner
to Australia, Mr Eddie Teo, and a panel discussion on The
Impact of Globalisation on the Singapore Workforce.

During the year, SIF also sponsored four student conferences
in the United Kingdom, the United States and Singapore,
along with 27 Singapore students’ activities in Australia,
Canada, China, New Zealand, UK and US.
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OVERSEAS SINGAPOREANS

Honorary Student Counsellors

Three new Honorary Student Counsellors (HSCs) were
appointed in the United States – in Boston, Washington DC
and the San Francisco Bay area. They add to the two existing
HSCs in Brisbane (Australia) and Glasgow (UK).

HSCs encourage and facilitate
student activities and provide
counselling for those who face
difficulties adjusting to student
life abroad. For example, the
HSC in  Br isbane fac i l i ta ted
participation by students from New
South Wales, Queensland and
Victoria in Singapore Community
Day, an event held in Canberra on
7 and 8 October 2006.

The five HSCs are:
• Mr Martin Gomez (Brisbane)
• Mr Christopher Lim Sze Chong (Glasgow)
• Ms Isabelle Lee (San Francisco)
• Mr Ong Shyue Ping (Boston)
• Ms Cecilia Khoo (Washington DC)

Student Pre-departure Seminars

Australia: On 27 January 2007, SIF participated in the bi-
annual Singapore Student Association Pre-Departure Seminar
for Australia-Bound students, organised by IDP Education
Pty Ltd. Close to 800 students attended the event.

Imperial College, London: The Imperial College Singapore
Society conducted its annual pre-departure talk on 5 August
2006. More than 80 students attended the seminar led by
seniors from the college.
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SIF Award
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The Singapore International Foundation (SIF) Award recognises
and honours the spontaneous efforts of Singaporeans at home
or abroad in actively promoting and communicating Singapore’s
image and identity around the world. It expresses SIF’s mission
to enable Singaporeans to think globally, feel Singaporean and
make friends for Singapore throughout the world.

Two awards are presented each year – one to an individual
and one to a group. The 6th SIF Award was presented on 31
October 2006 by SIF patron President S R Nathan.

Prof Lee Seng Teik, 65, won the individual award for his
medical missions in cleft lip and palate reconstructive surgery.
Since 1992, Prof Lee has led and collaborated with teams in
more than 20 overseas medical volunteer missions to
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos and Myanmar.

His first volunteer mission was with SIF, to the Indonesian
province of Malang. This was reminisced in a blog entry by
Foreign Affairs Minister George Yeo, who described the effort
as “one that changed the lives of young children who would
otherwise grow up scarred and stigmatised.” In 1998, Prof
Lee led a team of Singaporean, Indonesian and Japanese
medical  workers to West Timor, where they treated a record
154 patients in four and a half days.

On receiving the SIF Award, Prof Lee says: “It is very gratifying
to be able to bring my skills beyond the shores of Singapore.
Since the days of Malang, I’ve never looked back. I hope to
be able to do this as long as my hands are still steady.”

An established figure in the local medical fraternity, Prof Lee
is Emeritus Consultant at the Singapore General Hospital
(SGH) and Clinical Professor at the Faculty of Medicine,
National University Hospital (NUH).
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SIF Award

The National University of Singapore Students’ Union
Volunteer Action Committee (NVAC) received the group
award for its sustained volunteer projects in the region.

NVAC was established in 1990 with a mission to contribute
to social services in Singapore. As its passion and ambition
grew over the years, the scope of the group increased to
include humanitarian service overseas. Since 2002, the group
has run three expeditions a year to Cambodia and Myanmar,
mainly in healthcare and education. One of its projects was
the construction of a water distribution system for a community
in an arid region in Myanmar. Each expedition built on previous
projects to ensure continual development in these communities.

Says NVAC chairman, Mr Nimalesvaran Swaminathan, 25:
“As student volunteers, our enthusiasm and commitment have
to make up for our lack of experience and resources. This
drives us to think of creative ways to help communities
overseas and look after their needs one step at a time. By
sustaining the assistance, we are able to see the efforts pay
off over the years. In receiving the SIF Award, we also have
our alumni to thank – for kick-starting these meaningful projects
and setting the groundwork for future cohorts to build upon.”

SIF AWARD
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• SINGAPORE MAGAZINE
SINGAPORE, the quarterly magazine produced by SIF for
overseas Singaporeans and friends of Singapore, has been
reaching wider audiences due to increased promotion activities
that targeted overseas alumni of Singapore’s tertiary institutions,
as well as collaboration with the Overseas Singaporean Unit
under the Prime Minister’s Office.

The magazine has been revamped with a new editorial line-
up and its print run rose from 5,500 copies for April-June 2006
issue to 8,000 copies for January-March 2007 issue.

Sgezine, the online edition of the
S I N G A P O R E  m a g a z i n e ,
registered over 12,000 visits
during the year. This, too, has
been  revamped and i s
a c c e s s i b l e  a t  h t t p : / /
singaporemagazine.sif.org.sg

• SIF ONLINE
The SIF website – www.sif.org.sg – registered more than
125,000 visits during the year. A revamp of the website, to
provide greater ease of navigation and convenience in updates,
is in the works.

• SIF IN THE NEWS
Media coverage worth more than $1.2 million in advertising
dollar equivalent was achieved by SIF in FY 2006/07 as its
events and activities get covered in local, regional and
international newspapers and magazines.

Documentaries on SIF

With funding from the Media Development Authority, SIF
worked with MediaCorp to produce two television
documentaries. A two-part documentary featuring Singapore’s
post-tsunami rebuilding efforts in Aceh, Indonesia, was aired
over Channel 8 on February 2007. A three-part documentary
on SIF’s newly-launched Chief Executives Expedition was
aired in March 2007 over Channel NewsAsia.
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Corporate Affairs

Journalists visit SIF volunteers in Cambodia

Two Singapore journalists, Ms Yap Su-Yin of The Straits
Times and Mr Melvin Yeo of Lianhe Zaobao (above) visited
SIF volunteers in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, from 14 to 17
December 2006 and wrote about their experiences upon
their return. They visited two SIF partners – the Center for
Child and Adolescent Mental Health (CCAMH) and Mercy
Teams International (MTI). Their trip was supported by Metro
(Pte) Ltd.

CORPORATE AFFAIRS
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Media Highlights

Other news and events that received wide coverage included:

• The groundbreaking ceremony for the SIF-Fajar Hidayah
Integrated Boarding School in Aceh in May 2006.

• The success of the SVO programme in sending significantly
enhanced number of professionals for capacity building
projects.

• SIF hosting of the Civil Society Organisation (CSO) Panel
at the IMF-World Bank meetings held in Singapore in
September 2006.

• Presentation of the SIF Award in October 2006 to veteran
surgeon Professor Lee Seng Teik of the Singapore General
Hospital, and to the National University of Singapore
Students’ Union Volunteer Action Committee.

• The 7th Overseas Singapore Clubs Forum, held in Singapore
on 22 February 2007.

Coverage from Journalists’ Visits

Ms Kelly Yamanouchi, who visited Singapore under the 2007
Asia Pacific Journalism Fellowship in March 2007, published
an article titled Airports offer a world of comforts, in the 24
March 2007 edition of The Denver Post.

Mr Pierre Rousselin, Deputy Managing Editor of Le Figaro,
who visited Singapore under SIF’s European Journalists
Visit Programme in March 2007, published a full-page article
titled Singapore, the laboratory of globalisation in Asia, in the
12 March edition of Le Figaro.



A
N

N
U

A
L 

R
E

P
O

R
T 

06
/0

7

42

INCOME

EXPENDITURE

PROGRAMME COSTS

Government Grant $4,290,538

Investment Income $2,076,087

Non-Government Grant $4,179,198

Capital Grant $120,837

Donations $7,967

Other Income $7,095

Total $10,681,722

Government Grant 40.17%

Investment Income 19.44%

Non-Government Grant 39.12%

Capital Grant 1.13%

Donations 0.07%

Other Income 0.07%

Total 100.00%

Staff Costs $1,996,862

Programme Costs $5,553,928

Office Rental, Depreciation
& Administrative Expenses $1,646,475

Total $9,197,265

Staff Costs 21.71%

Programme Costs 60.39%

Office Rental, Depreciation 
& Administrative Expenses 17.90%

Total 100.00%

Youth Expedition Project $5,519

Friends of Singapore $489,311

Overseas Singapore Clubs $293,574

Singapore Volunteer Overseas $610,450

Singapore Executive Expedition $65,174

Tsunami Affected Communities $2,392

Aceh Project $4,013,466

Other $74,042

Total $5,553,928

Youth Expedition Project 0.10%

Friends of Singapore 8.81%

Overseas Singapore Clubs 5.29%

Singapore Volunteer Overseas 10.99%

Singapore Executive Expedition 1.17%

Tsunami Affected Communities 0.04%

Aceh Project 72.26%

Other 1.34%

Total 100.00%

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Financial Highlights
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15 Years of SIF



• AFRICA (since 1993)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas (SVO)

In-field: Botswana received 16 In-field SVOs from 1993 to

2000. Ghana received 12 In-field SVOs from 1995 to 2001.

Friends of Singapore (FOS)

Senior African Bureaucrats Visit: Eight policy makers from

southern African states visited Singapore in 1998.

Africa Leadership Forum: 17 African decision makers

attended the forum in Singapore in 1993.  Mr Lee Kuan Yew,

who was then Senior Minister, delivered the keynote address.

SIF-SCB African Scholarships (1996 to 2000): 28 scholars

from Botswana, Ghana, Kenya and Zimbabwe received tertiary

education and professional development in Singapore from

1996 to 2000, funded by Standard Chartered Bank.

Overseas Singaporeans (OS)

Overseas Singapore Club in Johannesburg, South Africa.

2006 marked the 15th anniversary of the Singapore International
Foundation, which was founded on 1 August 1991 as a not-
for-profit, non-government organisation to assist Singapore’s
globalisation at the people-to-people level, helping
Singaporeans become more international in outlook while
staying Singaporean at heart.

We take a brief look at the main activities of SIF over the past
15 years.

• AFGHANISTAN (since 2002)

Humanitarian Relief Programme (HRP)

Singapore Afghan Refugee Relief Mission to Spin Boldak,

Afghanistan (2002).

Unitar Hiroshima Fellowship for Afghanistan (2005 to 2006).
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• BHUTAN (since 2001)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas (SVO)

Four In-field SVOs and two SVO Specialist Team projects.

Singapore Executive Expedition (SXX)

Inaugural Singapore Executive Expeditions in 2005, inaugural

Chief Executives Expeditions in 2006.

Friends of Singapore (FOS)

Distinguished Visitors Programme: Dasho Bap Kesang,

Head, Royal Civil Service Commission (2004); H.E. Lyonpo

Ugyen Tshering, Honorable Minister, Ministry of Labour and

Human Resources (2005).

• AUSTRALIA (since 2000)

Friends of Singapore (FOS)

Journalists Visit Programme: Four Australia journalists visited

Singapore in 2000.

Distinguished Visitors Programme: Mr Daniel Tehan, Chief

of Staff, Office of the Minister for Small Businesses and

Tourism, Australia (2007).

Young Business Ambassadors: Four Singaporeans in

Australia and four Australians in Singapore from 2000 to 2003.

Singapore Internationale: Mr David Law presented research

findings in Knowledge Management in Melbourne and

Brisbane (2000); Mr Felix Cheong sent books by Singapore

authors and poets to University of Southern Queensland

(2001); Ms Grace Chia at the Queensland Poetry Festival in

Queensland (2002); Incubating Juice, Australia performed by

The Substation (2003); Ms Verena Tay Siew Hui at the

International Festival of Women in Contemporary Theatre in

Brisbane (2003); The Substation at the Queensland Poetry

Festival 2004 in Brisbane (2004); Theatre Kwong in Perth

(2005); Mr Yong Shu Hoong at the 2006 Western Australia

Spring Poetry Festival in Perth (2006).

Second SIF Overseas Conference in Sydney (2002);

Singapore Community Day supported by SIF in Canberra

(2006).

Overseas Singaporeans (OS)

Nine Overseas Singapore Clubs in Adelaide, Brisbane, Cairn,

Canberra, Melbourne, Perth and Sydney; more than 20

Singapore Students’ Associations in 20 universities; Honorary

Student Counsellor appointed in Brisbane.
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15 YEARS OF SIF

• BRUNEI (since 2006)

Friends of Singapore (FOS)

Singapore Internationale: World Chinese Mini-fiction

Research Association presented at the 6th World Chinese

Mini-fiction International Conference in Brunei Darussalam

(2006).

Overseas Singaporeans (OS)

Overseas Singapore Club in Negara Brunei Darussalam.

• CAMBODIA (since 2000)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas (SVO)

In-field: Twelve In-field SVOs from 2002 to 2007.

Specialist Teams: Child Mental Health (2002 to 2004);

Paediatric Emergency Care (2004 to 2007)*; Respiratory

Medicine (2005 to 2008); Physiotherapy (2006 to 2007)**;

Counselling Skills (2007)

Training Workshops: Playback Theatre (2006 to 2007)*; Pro-

DESKTOP (2006 to 2007)*.

* Supported by Metro (Pte) Ltd
** Supported by Asia Pacific Breweries Foundation

Youth Expedition Project (YEP)

Thirty-four expeditions with 699 youths and 68 youth leaders

(2000 to 2005).

Humanitarian Relief Programme (HRP)

Operation “Living Waters” Mission to Baray district (2000).

Friends of Singapore (FOS)

SIF-ASEAN Student Fellowship: Cambodian tertiary students

(2001 to 2004).

Eminent Southeast Asians Visit Programme: Mr Hang

Chuon Naron, Secretary General, Supreme National Economic

Council Secretary General, Ministry of Economy & Finance

(2006).

Singapore Internationale: Performance by Dance Ensemble

Singapore at the ASEAN Culture Week in Cambodia (2002)

Overseas Singaporeans (OS)

Overseas Singapore Club in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
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• CANADA (since 2001)

Friends of Singapore (FOS)

Singapore Internationale: Sri Warisan Som Said Performing

Arts Ltd at the Asian Festival 2001in British Columbia (2001);

Thomson Big Band at the International Association of Jazz

Educators Conference in Toronto (2003); Ms Kathleen Newman

at the Visual Arts Alberta Association Gallery in Edmonton

(2005); The Arts Fission Company at Winchester Street Theatre

in Toronto (2006).

Overseas Singaporeans (OS)

Eight Overseas Singapore Clubs in Edmonton, Toronto and

Vancouver; 13 Singapore Student Associations in 13

universities.

• CHINA (since 1993)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas (SVO)

Specialist Team: Cataract Surgery Techniques (1993).

Singapore Executives Expeditions (SXX)

12 executives from PricewaterhouseCoopers to Yunan (2006).

Youth Expedition Project (YEP)

59 expeditions with 1,466 youths and 44 youth leaders (2000

to 2005).

Friends of Singapore (FOS)

Distinguished Visitors Programme: Mr Zhu Xiaohua,

Chairman, China Everbright Group (1998).

Young Business Ambassadors: Eight Chinese nationals in

Singapore and eight Singaporeans in Shanghai (2004 and

2006).

Singapore Internationale: Singapore Literature Society at

the World Chinese Literature Forum in China (2000); Mr David

Law presented research findings at conferences in Hong

Kong (2000); The Finger Players at the 2001 International

Yun Lin Puppet Theatre Festival in Taiwan (2001); Chinese

Theatre Circle at the Foshan International Cantonese Opera

Festival (2003) and the Shanghai International Arts Festival

(2003); Practice Performing Arts Center in Hong Kong (2004);

The Theatre Practice in Hongkong, Macau, Shenzhen and

Shanghai (2006).

Fourth SIF Overseas Conference in Shanghai (2004).

Overseas Singaporeans (OS)

19 Overseas Singapore Clubs in Beijing, Chongqing , Fujian,

Fuzhou, Guangzhou, Hong Kong, Nanjing, Ningbo, Qingdao,

Shandong, Shanghai, Shenyang, Shenzhen, Sichuan, Suzhou,

Taipei, Tianjin, Wuhan, Wuxi, Xiamen, Zhejiang; three Singapore

Students’ Associations in two universities.
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• EUROPE (since 2003)

Friends of Singapore (FOS)

Distinguished Visitors Programme: Mr Horst Teltschik, Head,

Economic & Political Department and BMW Board of Directors,

and Mrs Gerhild Teltschik, Germany (1996); Mr Jean-Luc

Domenach, Scientific Director, Fondation Nationale Des

Sciences Politiques, France (1998); Mr Avinash Persaud,

Managing Director and Global Head of Market Analysis and

Research, State Street Bank, UK (2001); Prof Wolfgang

Hermann, President, Technische Universitat Munchen,

Germany (2005); Sir Tim Lankester, President, Corpus Christi

College, University of Oxford, UK (2007).

European Journalists Visit Programme: Ms Sabine Musact,

Senior Political Correspondent, Financial Times Deutschland,

Germany (2006); Ms Susanne Gelhard, Chief of Landesstudio

Berlin, Zweites Deutsches Fernsehen, Germany (2006); Mr

Simon Tisdall, Assistant Editor, The Guardian, UK, (2006); Mr

Pierre Rousellin, Deputy Managing Editor, Le Figaro, France

(2007).

Singapore Evening at the European Radiologists Congress

in Vienna, Austria (2006).

Singapore Internationale: Individuals and groups presented

music, dance, theatre, poetry readings, Cantonese opera,

film, paintings, ceramic art and other arts events, plus a

medical lecture, in Europe since 2000.

Major performances included: Desdemona by Theatreworks

at the Hamburg Sommer Theater Festival, Germany (2000);

Singapore Wind Symphony, which won First Prize in the First

Division of the 14th World Music Competition (WMC); Chinese

Theatre Circle Limited attended the London International

Cantonese Opera Festival, UK (2001); Singapore Youth Choir’s

40th Anniversary Europe Tour and participation at the 43rd

International Choral Competition Seghizzi 2004 in Italy (2004);

Singapore Symphony Orchestra toured USA, France and

Spain (2004).

Third SIF Overseas Conference in London, UK (2003).

Overseas Singaporeans (OS)

15 Overseas Singapore Clubs in Belgium, Denmark, France,

Germany, Hungary, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland

and the United Kingdom; and 49 Singapore Student

Associations in universities across Europe. Honorary Student

Counsellor in Glasgow, Scotland.

15 YEARS OF SIF



• INDIA (since 1995)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas (SVO)

In field: Two short-term in-field SVOs in 2006.

Training Workshops: Early Childhood Education* (2006 to

present); IT in Education** (2006 to present); Development of

English Language Storyboard** (2005 to 2006); Curriculum

Development for Vocational Training (2005 to 2006).

* Supported by Metro (Pte) Ltd
**Supported by UBS AG

Youth Expedition Project (YEP)

Seventy-seven expeditions with 1,621 youths and 162 youth

leaders (2000 to 2005).

Humanitarian Relief Programme (HRP)

“Operation Tabibi Rahat”, a medical mission to help earthquake

victims in Gujarat (2000); medical mission to help flood victims

in Orissa (2001).

Friends of Singapore (FOS)

Distinguished Visitors Programme: Mr V Raghuraman,

Secretary-General, Associated Chambers of Commerce and

Industry of India (1995); Mr Yogendra Kumar Modi, President,

Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry

and Chairman of YKM (2004).

Singapore Internationale: Publication of FlushChennai (2002),

1915, a collection of plays (2005) and launch of Oodaadi, the

first socio-historical literary documentation of the Dalits or

Untouchables (2003) by playwright Elangovan; Classical dance

performance by Temple of Fine Arts in Chennai (2003);

Publication and launch of Depth & Breadth in Chennai in Tamil

Nadu by Ms S Shri Lakshmi (2005).

Overseas Singaporeans (OS)

Two Overseas Singapore Clubs in New Delhi and Chennai.

• INDONESIA (since 1992)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas (SVO)

In-field: Nineteen In-field volunteers served as English

Language, Chinese Language and IT trainers, Special Education

teachers and IT technical services specialist since 1994.

Specialist Teams: Cleft lip and Palate Reconstructive Surgery

(1992 to 1996); Occupational Health (1995 to 1997);

Traumatology (1997 to 2003); Family Medicine Phase I (1998

to 2003); Family Medicine Phase II (2005 to present); Blood

Transfusion (2001 to 2007); Occupational Dermatology (2005

to present); Reconstructive Surgery (2007 to present);

Emergency Nursing Education (2007 to present).

Training Workshops: Computer Troubleshooting (2005);

Neonatal Intensive Care (2006); Community-based Mental

Health – Psychogeriatry (2006); Chinese Language Training

(2006); Medical Hierarchy (2006); Caring for the Caregivers of

Elderly (2007).

Community in Partnership: Cleft lip and palate reconstructive

surgical team (2002); Health centre in a secondary school

(2003); Primary cleft care and surgical repair of clefts of the

lip and palate (2004).

Youth Expedition Project (YEP)

Fifteen expeditions with 273 youths and 34 youth leaders

(2000 to 2005).

Friends of Singapore (FOS)

SIF-ASEAN Student Fellowship: 122 Indonesian tertiary

students sponsored to study in Singapore (1992 to 2004).

Eminent Southeast Asians Visit Programme: Mr Tanri Abeng,

Chief Executive Officer, Bakerie and Brothers (1997); Mr Marzuki

Darusman, Chairman, Golkar Party (1999); Dr Theo L. Sambuaga,

Member of Indonesia’s House of People’s Representatives

(DPR) and Chairman of DPR Commission I (2006).

Singapore Internationale: Theatre performance by Toy

Factory Theatre Ensemble in Japan, Indonesia, Malaysia, the

Philippines and Thailand (2003); Exhibition by The Artists

Village in Yogjakarta (2003); Exhibition by Angkatan Pelukis

Aneka Daya in Bandung (2004).

Overseas Singaporeans (OS)

Six Overseas Singapore Clubs in Balikpapan, Batam, Jakarta

and Riau.
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15 YEARS OF SIF

• JAPAN (since 1995)

Friends of Singapore (FOS)

Raffles Programme: Twelve visits by 55 senior Japanese

bureaucrats from key government ministries and agencies

since 1995.

Temasek Programme: Four senior Japanese political leaders

since 2002: Mr Sadakazu Tanigaki, Acting Chairman of the

National Vision Planning Committee of the Liberal Democratic

Party (2002); Mr Nobuteru Ishihara; Minister for Land,

Infrastructure and Transport (2004); Mr Takeo Hiranuma,

Member, House of Representatives (2006); Mr Toshimitsu

Motegi, Member, House of Representatives (2006).

Sixth Asian Statesmen’s Forum: 30 Asian leaders in the

political, corporate and academic fields from across Asia met

in Singapore to discuss critical issues affecting Asia (2005).

Singapore Encore: A showcase of Singapore culture at the

Gala Opening of Spotlight Singapore in Tokyo (2006).

Singapore Internationale: Ten theatre, dance and other arts

performances since 2001. Highlights include: Desdemona by

Theatreworks in the Fukuoka Asian Art Museum (2001);

National University of Singapore Chinese Orchestra and Indian

Dance Japan tour (2001); Puppets Alive by The Finger Players

at the 10th East Asia & Pacific Puppet Festival in Higashi-

Kagawa (2004); participation at the 19th Asian International

Art Exhibition and the 19th National Cultural Festival Fukuoka,

(2004); Spotlight Singapore by The Old Parliament House Ltd

in Tokyo (2006).

Overseas Singaporeans (OS)

Two Overseas Singapore Clubs in Osaka and Tokyo; two

Singapore Students’ Associations in Kansai and Tokyo.
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• LAOS (since 1997)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas (SVO)

In-field: Fourteen In-field volunteers served as English teachers,

teacher trainers, health workers, IT instructors, business

development advisers and editors since 1997.

 

Specialist Teams: Midwifery (1997 to 2000); Maternal and

Child Health Nutrition (2000 to 2006), supported by Metro

(Pte) Ltd; Rehabilitation (2004  to 2007); Reconstructive Surgery

(2005 to 2007).

Youth Expedition Project

Nineteen expeditions with 421 youths and 38 youth leaders

(2000 to 2005).

Friends of Singapore

SIF-ASEAN Student Fellowship: Eleven Laotian tertiary

students were sponsored to study in Singapore between 2001

and 2004.

Eminent Southeast Asians Visit Programme: Mr Chaleum

Yiapaocheu, President of the National Organisation for the

Study of Policy and Administration (2003); Dr Xaysomphone

Phomvihane, Vice President, National Assembly (2007).



• MALAYSIA (since 1993)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas

Specialist Team: Neurosurgery (1993)

Youth Expedition Project

44 expeditions with 925 youths and 97 youth leaders.

Friends of Singapore

SIF-ASEAN Student Fellowship: 53 Malaysian tertiary

students sponsored to study in Singapore between 1992

and 2004.

Eminent Southeast Asians Visit Programme: Datuk Nik

Mohamed Nik Yaacob, Group Chief Executive, Sime Darby

Berhad (1995); Dato’ Hishammuddin Tun Hisham, Parliamentary

Secretary, Ministry of International Trade and Industry (1996);

Ms Azalina Othman Said, Head of Puteri UMNO (2002); Crown

Prince of Perak HRH Tuanku Raja Nazrin (2004)

Friendship camp: On the advice of SIF Patron, President S

R Nathan, SIF organised a four-day programme for students

from Malaysia and Singapore to better understand each other’s

cultures and country. Six students each from Malay College

Kuala Kangsar (MCKK) and Raffles Institution took part in

August 2005. Another camp was organised for 13 MCKK and

14 RI students in Singapore in December 2005.

Singapore Internationale: Singapore Literature Society

participated in the 7th ASEAN Literature Camp in Kuala

Lumpur (2000); Toy Factory Theatre Ensemble presented

PRISM (2003); Exhibition by Angkatan Pelukis Aneka Daya

(Association of Artists of Various Resources) in Kuala Lumpur

(2003); Teater Ekamatra presented Causewayat Actors Studio,

Bangsar in Kuala Lumpur (2002) and Projek Suitcase 2003 in

Kuala Lumpur (2003); The Literary Center participated in

Singapore Writers in KL, a Citigroup Kuala Lumpur International

Literary Festival (2004).

Overseas Singaporeans

Two Overseas Singapore Clubs in Kuala Lumpur.
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• MEXICO (since 2005)

Friends of Singapore

Singapore Internationale: Bhaskar’s Art Academy Limited

at the Festival Internacional Cervantinoin Guanajuato (2005).

• Middle East (since 2007)

Friends of Singapore

Middle East Eminent Persons Programme: HE Dr Ahmed

Mahmoud Darwish, Minister of Administrative Development,

Egypt (2007); HE Adel Bin Muhammad Fakeih, Mayor of

Jeddah (2007); HE Dr Anwar Gargash, Minister of State for

Federal National Council Affairs, United Arab Emirate (2007).

Singapore Internationale: The Finger Players at the

International Children’s Theatre Festival in Ankara, Turkey

(2005).

Overseas Singaporeans

Overseas Singapore Club Muscat, Sultanate of Oman; two

clubs in Dubai, United Arab Emirates; one Singapore Students'

Association in Egypt.



• MONGOLIA (since 2001)

Humanitarian Relief Programme

Medical mission to Ulan Bator to aid victims of a helicopter

crash (2001).

• MYANMAR (since 1996)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas

In-field: An In-field SVO served as a special education teacher

in Yangon in 1996.

Specialist Teams: Neonatal Care (1997 to 2001); Obstetrics

and Gynaecology (1999 to 2003); Social Work Training (2001

to 2003); English Language Proficiency (2002 to 2004);

Ophthalmology (2003 to 2006); Early Childhood Care and

Development (2004 to 2006); Blood Group Serology (March

2007 to present).

Community in Partnership Scheme (2003 to 2005): Mr

Gribson Chan provided training for rehabilitation therapists in

Yangon; Dr Myint Myint Sann provided medical services to

refugees at the Thai-Myanmar border (2003); A team from

YMCA Singapore and International Y’s Men’s Club of Singapore

(Alpha Chapter) provided ophthalmic eye care and treatment

services in Hlaing Thayar (2004); A medical team from KK

Women’s & Children Hospital carried out paediatric surgery

and training at the Yangon Children’s Hospital (2004).

Youth Expedition Project

Eleven expeditions with 209 youths led by 20 youth leaders.

Friends of Singapore

SIF-ASEAN Student Fellowship: Eight tertiary students

sponsored to study in Singapore (2001 to 2004).

Singapore Internationale: Networking and Initiatives for

Culture and the Arts’ workshop, Open Academy Programme

in Myanmar (2003 to 2004).

Overseas Singaporeans

Overseas Singapore Club in Yangon.

• NEPAL (since 1992)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas

In-field: 27 In-field SVOs from Singapore served in the English

language education, office administration and the health,

community development and social welfare sectors.

• NEW ZEALAND (since 2002)

Friends of Singapore

Distinguished Visitors Programme: Mr David Cunliffe,

Member of Parliament (2002).

Singapore Internationale: Launch of Oodaadi, the first socio-

historical literary documentation of the Dalits (Untouchables)

by Mr Elangovan in Auckland (2003).

Overseas Singaporeans

Three Overseas Singapore Clubs in Auckland, Christchurch

and Wellington; five Singapore Students’ Associations in

Auckland, Canterbury and Otago.
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• PAKISTAN (since 2006)

Friends of Singapore

Singapore Internationale: Mr Kenneth Shaun Hogan at the

World Performing and Visual Arts Festival in Lahore (2006).

• PHILIPPINES (since 1991)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas

In-field: Four In-field SVOs served as teachers in 2005.

Specialist Teams: Dental (1991 to 1992); Technical Education

(1992 to 1993); Basic Healthcare (1993); Corporate Planning

(1993).

Youth Expedition Project

Nine expeditions with 185 youths led by 18 youth leaders

(2003 to 2005).

Friends of Singapore

SIF-ASEAN Student Fellowship: Filipino tertiary students

sponsored to study in Singapore (1993 to 2004).

Eminent Southeast Asians Visit Programme: Dr Jesus

Estanislao, President, University of Asia and the Pacific (1997);

Mr. Washington SyCip, Founder and Chairman, SyCip Gorres

Velayo & Co (1997); Mr Jaime Zobel De Ayala, Chairman and

President, Ayala Corporation, and Mrs De Ayala (1998); Mr.

Cesar Purisima, Chairman and Managing Partner, SyCip

Gorres Velayo & Co (2003); Mr David Balangue, Chairman

and Managing Partner, SyCip Gorres Velayo & Co. (2005).

Singapore Internationale: Poets-in-Arms’ book launch cum

reading tour in the Philippines (2001); Toy Factory Theatre

Ensemble presented PRISM (2003) Ms Cherry Pua-Africa

participated in Sharing the Fire in Manila (2004).

Overseas Singaporeans

Two Overseas Singapore Clubs in Manila.

• RUSSIA (since 2005)

Friends of Singapore

Friends of Singapore Association launched in Moscow (2005).

Singapore Internationale: Singapore Indian Orchestra and

Choir participated in the Martynov Project at singapur po-

russki (Singapore in Russia) campaign in Moscow (2007).

• SOUTH KOREA (since 2001)

Friends of Singapore

Singapore Internationale: Wild Rice Ltd at the Seoul Theatre

Festival in Busan (2001); Plastique Kinetic Worms at the

Gwangju Biennale 2002 in South Korea (2002); The Necessary

Stage Ltd at the Asian Drama Festival in Busan (2002); Singapore

Dance Theatre at the Seoul International Dance Festival 2006.

Overseas Singaporeans

Overseas Singapore Club in Seoul.

A
N

N
U

A
L 

R
E

P
O

R
T 

06
/0

7

53



• SRI LANKA (since 1993)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas

In-field: Eleven In-field SVOs served as English language,

special education and physical education teachers.

Humanitarian Relief Programme

Operation H2O to provide on-the-job training in well

decontamination procedures and specialist water testing kits

(2003).

Friends of Singapore

Singapore Internationale: Art, Sculpture, Photography and

Poetry Exhibition 2001 by The Culture Society (2001).

Overseas Singaporeans

Overseas Singapore Club in Colombo.

• THAILAND (since 1993)

Youth Expedition Project

73 expeditions with 1,548 youths led by 164 youth leaders

(2000 to 2005).

Friends of Singapore

SIF-ASEAN Student Fellowship: 77 Thai tertiary students

sponsored to study in Singapore (1993 to 2004).

Eminent Southeast Asians Visit Programme: Mr Dhanin

Chearavanont, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Charoen

Pokphand Group (2001).

Singapore Internationale: Toy Factory Theatre Ensemble

presented PRISM (2003); Tour by NUS Wind Symphony and

NUS Symphony Orchestra to Bangkok Universities (2004);

Presentation of a scientific paper by Mr Damien Yeo and Ms

Zhuo Xingru at Biothailand 2005 in Bangkok (2005).

Overseas Singaporeans

Two Overseas Singapore Clubs in Bangkok.

• TIMOR LESTE (since 2003)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas

In-field: An In-field SVO served as a public information and

media specialist at UNICEF.

Specialist Team: Psychosocial Trauma (2002 to present)

Youth Expedition Project

Three expeditions with 40 youths led by five youth leaders

(2004).
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• USA (since 1998)

Friends of Singapore

Journalists Visit Programme: 35 American journalists visited

Singapore between 1998 and March 2007 under the Asia

Pacific Journalism Fellowship and the Jefferson Fellowship.

Singapore Encore: San Francisco and Los Angeles hosted

Singapore Encore in 2004; Washington DC and New York

hosted the event in 2005.

Singapore Internationale: Performances, exhibitions and

other arts events since 2000, including: Exhibition of

watercolours by Mr Ong Kim Seng in the 134th American

Watercolour Society International Exhibition in New York (2001);

Universal Blues Band represented Singapore at the International

Blues Challenge 2002 and invited to perform at the Buddy

Guy’s Legends in Chicago (2002); Moving House, a short film

by Ms Tan Pin Pin, previewed at the Philadelphia International

Film Festival (2003); Singapore Symphony Orchestra’s SSO

Goes TO USA, France and Spain (2004); Mark Chan and

Ensemble at the Little Toys: Film and MusicWorld Financial

Centre Winter Garden in New York (2007).

In addition, Dr Tkalich Pavlo presented research on Accurate

Simulation of Oil Slicks at the 17th International Oil Spill

Conference in Tampa, Florida (2001); Modern Architecture of

Singapore and Singapore Heritage Society presented

Alternative Visions for a Modern Singapore at the 8th

International DOCOMOMO Conference in New York (2004).

First SIF Overseas Conference in San Francisco (2001).

US Visitors:

Eleven US Congressmen visited Singapore from 2000 to 2002

under the US Congressional Visit Programme while more

than 140 congressional staffers visited Singapore from 1992

to 2006 under the US Congressional Staff Members’ Visit

Programme. In addition, seven US mayors were hosted between

1995 and 2000 under the US Mayors Visit Programme.

Overseas Singaporeans

Overseas Singapore Clubs in Chicago, Dallas, Las Vegas,

New York, San Diego, San Francisco and Washington DC; 57

Singapore Students’ Associations in universities; three

Honorary Student Counsellors in San Francisco, Washington

DC and Boston.
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• VIETNAM (since 1994)

Singapore Volunteers Overseas

In-field: Twenty-two In-field SVOs served in English teaching

assignments (1994 to 2007).

Specialist Teams: Early Childhood Education* (2006 to 2008);

Palliative Care** (2005 to 2008); Otolaryngology (2000 to 2007);

Laparoscopy (1997 to 2001); Early Childhood Education and

Development (2000 to 2001); Occupational Health (1998 to

2005); Arthroplasty (2002 to 2005)

* Supported by Metro (Ptd) Ltd
**Supported by Asia Pacific Breweries Foundation

Training Workshops: Using Psychodrama in Facilitation (2005);

Early Childhood Education (2005).

Youth Expedition Project

Forty-six expeditions involving 939 youths led by 101 youth

leaders (2000 to 2005).

Humanitarian Relief Programme

Medical Relief Mission to treat flood victims in Thanh Binh

District, Southern Vietnam (2001).

Friends of Singapore

SIF-ASEAN Student Fellowship: Fifty-six Vietnamese tertiary

students sponsored to study in Singapore from 1997 to 2004.

Eminent Southeast Asians Visit Programme: Mdm Pham

Chi Lan, Executive Vice-President, Vietnam Chamber of

Commerce and Industry (1999); Mr Hoang Van Nghien,

Chairman, People’s Committee of Hanoi (1998); HE Mr Nguyen

Minh Triet, Member of the Politburo of the Communist Party

of Vietnam and Secretary of the Party Committee in Ho Chi

Minh City (2001); Dr Cao Duc Phat, Minister for Agriculture

and Rural Development (2006).

Policy Implementation Assistance Project-Group on

External Economic Relations (PIAP-GEER) Visit Programme:

 SIF hosted five GEER groups (1999 to 2004).

Overseas Singaporeans (OS)

Two Overseas Singapore Clubs in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi.

Notes:
Youth Expedition Project ran from 2000 to 2005
SIF-ASEAN Student Fellowship ran from 1992 to 2004

15 YEARS OF SIF



“Leading SIF has been a challenging and rewarding experience. There is much that SIF has achieved

over the past 15 years although we are a small and young organisation. I am confident that SIF will

rise to the challenge of becoming an adaptive institution able to respond to changing needs and

requirements.

 

It is critical that SIF regularly reviews its mission and objectives as there are a growing number of

Singapore institutions organising international exchanges and conferences. SIF is therefore developing

new programmes which will enable SIF to remain at the forefront of Singapore civic society organisations

engaged in promoting a larger international presence for Singapore as well as connecting overseas

Singaporeans with Singapore.”

Mr Barry Desker
SIF Chairman (since April 2001)

“I can still recall SIF’s humble beginnings in 1991: there were eight staff members, three fledgling

programmes and the enormous responsibility of bringing Singapore to the rest of the world. Today

I look at SIF and am very proud to have had played a small part in how far it has come. My

congratulations to SIF staff and partners on its 15th anniversary. I’m sure all those who’ve passed

through SIF’s doors will agree with me that you've done a great job.”

Mr Lee Seng Wee
Director of the Lee Foundation

SIF’s First Chairman (Aug 1991– April 2001)

“I have had a long and happy relationship with the SIF.  I was a member of a small team which wrote

its birth certificate. I also led a mid-term review of the Foundation. The SIF has three principal

objectives. First, to cultivate the loyalty of the many Singaporeans who are studying, working and

living overseas. The Foundation should extend its network to include non-Singaporeans who have

studied, trained, worked or lived here and who carry a warm spot in their hearts for Singapore. 

Second, to do good deeds in the world, such as by sending broadbased and specialist volunteers abroad

and by helping in humanitarian crises in order to earn goodwill for Singapore. Third, to project

Singapore’s soft power to the world by showcasing Singapore’s scholars, writers, visual and performing

artists, etc. The one word that should sum up SIF’s mission is friendship. The SIF’s raison d’etre is to

be Singapore’s friendly face to the world and to make friends for Singapore.”

Professor Tommy Koh
Singapore’s Ambassador-at-Large

Former SIF Governor (Aug 1991–Oct 1995)
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Commemorating SIF's 15th Anniversary in 2006 



“SIF is a unique organisation in Singapore with tremendous potential for harnessing the goodwill of

all Singaporeans towards nation building and globalisation of the Singapore spirit. As a small nation

navigating large seas, Singapore needs to show the world that we are engaged and SIF facilitates the

effort of making friends and projecting our image internationally through its diverse projects. SIF

helps give realisation to the concept of ‘the World in Singapore and Singapore in the World’. While

this is also the aim of an increasing number of agencies, SIF has the opportunity of developing a

special niche by focusing its efforts on the people sector, giving voice and power for globalisation to

those who are not normally involved in global economics, politics or diplomacy. This is the raison

d’etre of SIF, that will see it remain relevant and successful for many more years to come.”

Dr Tan Chi Chiu
Specialist Consultant at Gleneagles Medical Centre

SIF’s Third Executive Director (Oct 1999 –Dec 2003)

“The average Singaporean has a good heart. We are known for being honest, financially scrupulous

and accountable. SIF has a unique opportunity to bring the two together, by facilitating Singapore’s

people-to-people contributions to our neighbours and the world. In so doing, SIF contributes to

Singaporeans’ better understanding our world and in Singaporeans being better understood. I wish

you all the best and will continue to watch you with interest as you grow to greater heights.”

Dr Philip Pillai
Senior Partner at Shook Lin & Bok LLP

Former SIF Governor (Aug 1991–Dec 2005)

“Establishing the Singapore International Foundation in 1991 was one of the best experiences of my

life. It was a joyous and exciting time working with enthusiastic young men and women, brimming

with fresh ideas. It was infectious. After all, SIF was created to express the best of Singapore, a vehicle

to channel international engagement, generosity, idealism, helpfulness, a can-do-spirit and a sense of

adventure. There was always an awareness of achieving the most with limited resources and to be seen

as appropriate, practical and relevant. Always it was about building bridges, connecting Singaporeans

with Singaporeans living overseas and Singaporeans with the world. Fifteen years on, SIF moves from

strength to strength and takes on new challenges. There is still a lot out there to do and I wish SIF

great success in all it sets out to do.”

Prof Chan Heng Chee
Singapore’s Ambassador to the United States

SIF’s First Executive Director (Aug 1991–May 1996)
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